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INSPIRATIONAL SPEAKER: The Revd Stephen Pickering never
used notes for his sermons

aboard. the hospital ship Royal, Fleet
AUxiliaryship RFA Argus, returning to
Haslar after hostilities ceased.

After 10 years with the navy, he was
appointed curate-in-charge of St
Nicholas church in Ryecroft,' near
Rotherham, then a daughter church of
St Mary's, Ryecroft.

During his incumbency, St Nicholas
became a church in its own right, and he
was its first vicar from 1997 to 2001, at
the same time serving as chaplain with
South Yorkshire Police.

He retll"rnedto Plymouth as vicar ofSt '
Simon's and St Mary's that year.

A friend said: "He will be remembered
forhis plain-speaking manner and sense
of fun, as well as his deep convictions
and profound belief. ,

"An inspi'rational preacher, he never
spoke from notes."

The Revd Pickering, who was a bach
elor, is' survived by his sister, Mrs Sue
Henderson.

Vicar who
served in
Gulf War
dies after

long illness

by TRISTAN NICHOLS
DefenceReporter

A VICAR from Plymouth who
served in the first Gulf War
during 10years as a Royal Navy
chaplain has died.

, "The Reverend Stephen Pickering,
vicar of St Simon's church, Mount
Gould, and St Mary's, Laira, died in St
Luke's Hospice, at Turnchapel, after a '
long illness. He was aged 54 and had
been suffering from cancer ..

Born the son of a butcher in Map
plewell, near Barnsley, and brought up a
Methodist, he professed a strong con~
viction from and early age that he had a
vocation for the priesthood.

He qualified first as a teacher at St
John's College,York in 1975 and taught
in -the city before entering seminary at
the Collegeofthe Resurrection, Mirfield
in West Yorkshire, an institution witha
strong Anglo-Catholic tradition. '
,He was ordained deaconin 1979 and

priest in 1980, serving as curate at St
Luke's Church, Wallsend, on Tyneside,
until 1982when he fulfilled an ambition
to join the Royal Navy chaplaincy ser
vice.

As a navy chaplain, he was stationed
at the new recruits' training establish
ment HMS Raleigh in Plymouth in 1982
and 1983 beforejoining HMS Androme
da.

He was posted to the shore estab
lishment HMS Cochrane near Rosyth in
1986, and was later chaplain to the 3rd
Submarine Squadron at Faslane.

He joined HMS Mercury in Hamp
shire in 1987.

He was chaplain of the Royal Naval
Hospital in Stonehouse, and later its

.Portsmouth equivalent, RNH Haslar.
He served in the first Gulf War, based
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